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This invention relates to traveling cases, brief cases and
the like formed of leather or similar materials and more
particularly to an improvement in the closure of such
cases.

One object of the invention ig to provide a simplified
consiruction which utilizes the stiffness of the leather, or
other material, of which the case is made in the operation
of the closure and which avoids complicated metal fabri-
cations in the closure.

A further object is to provide a case having the above
advantages and . which - when opened exposes the full
cross section of the case, which will remain in fully
opened position until intentionally closed, and which may
be opened by a simple separating pull on the closure
members and closed by pressure on the sides of the closure
members.

Other and further objects will be made apparent in
the disclosure of the accompanying drawings and in the
following specification and claims,

In the accompanying drawings:

Fig. 1 is a generally perspective view of a closed travel- ©

ing case embodying the invention;

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the case open;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view on a larger
scale taken substantially on line 3—3 of Fig, 1;

Fig. 4 is a diagrammatic view showing certain of the
closure elements in closed position; and

Fig. 5 is a view of the elements of Fig. 4 in open
position.

Referring to the drawings the case is shown as com-
prising side walls 1, end walls 2 and a bottom wall 3,
formed of leather or other suitable material. Preferably
the side and end walls are re-enforced or stiffened with
fabric, card board or the like as indjcated at 4 and the
case is provided with a flexible lining 5.

The side and end walls have extending portions 6 and
7 respectively which extend above the upper edges of
the end and side walls a distance approximately equal
to one half the transverse dimension of the bottom wall
3. The extensions ¢ are preferably re-enforced with
fabric, card board or the like, as indicated at 8, said re-
enforcements having triangular portions 9 which extend
onto the end extensions 7. The re-enforcements 4 and 8
are spaced from each other to provide zones of fold 10
and the end extensions are provided with diagonal zones
of fold 11 along the inclined edges of portions 9.

Two opposed U-shaped members 13 are stitched in
hems 14 or otherwise secured to the upper edges of the
extensions 6 and 7. The members 13 are formed of
spring metal or plastic and the side arms 15 thereof ex-
tend zlong the end extensions 7, the ends of said side
arms being spaced from each other to provide for ‘a
fullness at 12.

Oppositely directed pull tabs 16 are stitched to the
hems 14. A U-shaped member 17 preferably of rela-
tively soft metal or plastic and encased in leather or other
suitable material as indicated at 18 in Fig. 3, is stitched
or otherwise secured in superposed relation to one of the
members 13, member 17 being of a width to extend over
the opposite member 13 when the case is closed, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 3. The free ends of member 17 are
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flared ontwardly, as indicated at 18, for a purpose later

explained.

5 facilitating and guiding this movement.

2

The fold zones 10 and 11 are biased for inward fold-
ing while the folding zone 19 between the end walls 2 and
their extensions 7 are biased for outward folding as is ap-
parent from Figs. 1 and 2.

As is shown in Fig. 2 the members 13 cooperating with
the inherent stiffiness of the wall material hold the case
open for its entire cross section facilitating insertion and

‘Temoval of articles into and from the case. To close the

case it is only necessary to press the members 13 toward
each other. Such pressure causes the free ends of
members 13 to swing downwardly, as the extensions 6
move toward each other into closing position. The full-
ness at 12 permits the free ends of members 13 to pass
cach other, the outward flaring of the ends of member 17
As the mem-
bers 13 approach the position of parallelism, best shown
in Fig. 4, the pull of the leather at the folds 11 tends to
snap the parts into closed position. Since the width of
extensions 6 substantially equal half of the width of the
bottom wall the case when closed is of parallelepiped
form. To open the case the tabs 16 are grasped and
pulled outwardly to bring the parts to open position as
shown in Fig. 2.

While as stated members 13 and 17 are preferably
formed of metal, these members may be formed of plastic,
thick leather or other material having sufficient stiffly
yielding properties t¢ perform their described function.

What is claimed is:

1. A traveling case or the like, which comprises a
bottom and side and end walls forming a rectangular com-
partment, said side and end walls having  portions ex-
tending upwardly therefrom g distance substantially
equal to one half the width of said compartment, the
side walls and their respective extensions being con-
nected together by inwardly biased zones of fold and the
end walls and their respective extensions being connected
together by outwardly biased zones of fold, and stifily
vielding members secured to the upper edges of the
side wall extensions, said members having side arms ex-
tending toward each other and secured to the upper
edges of said end extension, the free ends of said arms
being spaced from each other, said end extensions being
provided with inwardly biased zones of fold extending
from the ends of said arms to the upper corners of said
end walls, said side wall extensions being swingable
about said first mentioned zones of fold to close the case
and bring said members into closely adjacent parallel po-
sition with said arms in closely adjacent paraliel position
at the ends of the case and outwardly of said com-
partment, said side and end walls and said extension be-
ing provided with respective interior surface stiffening
members including triangular portions defining and limit-
ing the width of said inward and outward zones of fold
at the ends of the case whereby said stiffly yielding mem-
bers are maintained in closed position in the absence of
closure fastening means.

2. A traveling case as in claim 1 having a U-shaped
member secured outwardly of one of said members and of
a width to overlap the other of said members when the
case is closed.
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